into battle
free of interest.   The term. " advances " in this case is understood
to  mean  that  the  Government  retain  the  right   to   call  for
repayment, but the question how far this right will be exercised
will be considered after the war in the light of the financial
circumstances then prevailing., both in the areas interested and
in the country generally,    These advances must be conditional
upon the examination of the estimates of expenditure and of
revenue, and for this purpose my right hon. Friend the Minister
of Health will arrange for officers of the Ministry of Health to
visit the towns concerned and to confer with the mayors and
principal officials—very plucky fellows, some of them ;   one is
proud to meet them.    Such conferences will afford an opportunity
for advising and assisting the local authorities upon the best
means   of   securing   reasonable   economy   consistent   with   the
maintenance of essential services, and they will also advise them
about the collection of revenue.    These local authorities will not
in the present circumstances be required to increase their existing
rate of poundage as a condition of financial assistance.    It is
recognised that the shortage of rate income will involve a deficit
in the sums collected by rates levied for meeting county council
precepts.    It is understood that some of the local authorities are,
in fact, proposing to limit their payments in respect of county
precepts to that proportion of the total rate which represents the
county rate which they have been able to collect.   The Govern-
ment propose to recognise and validate these arrangements, and
if in any case an unreasonable burdea was thereby thrown upon
the   county's  resources, the Government would not refuse to
consider the possibility of extending to the county council some
measure of assistance.
I think the House will see that we have been endeavouring to
meet the cases both of individuals and of local authorities as they
are affected by the conditions into which we have moved. We
must expect for some time to come to have to live our lives and
to carry on our work under these strange conditions, but they are
conditions to which the fortitude and adaptiveness of the British
people will not, we feel, be found unequal. If as was suggested
ia a recent oration, there is to be a contest of nerve, will-power
and endurance in which the whole British and German peoples
are to engage, be it sharp or be it long, we shall not shrink from
it. We believe that the spirit and temperament bred under
institutions of freedom will prove more enduring and resilient
than anything that can be got out of the most efficiently enforced
mechanical discipline.
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